[bookmark: _Toc85458226][bookmark: _Toc85543072][bookmark: _GoBack]Oracy as the key enabler for students experiencing disadvantage
The aim of this session is to gain an overview of how oracy can be used to improve outcomes for all children and particularly those experiencing disadvantage. We will be focusing on the reasons why an oracy focus is a strong idea, using examples from within and beyond the trust. 
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Notes made during introduction 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




What were my own most powerful speaking experiences at school?
How did I find my voice?
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Reading plus lone Journal reflection task 
What do these words (those of Hashi Mohamed, above) mean to you?





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion 

 Do you agree that this is a key part of our strategic plan? What difference can we make if we do this well together?


 

 












Case Study Notes and Reflections



3. Case Study Notes and Reflections – bullseye example





































(5 marks) Red - furthermore, linguistic, cognitive, social and emotional, education, employability
(3 marks) Yellow - summarise, listening and responding, I believe,  wellbeing, academic outcomes, human right
(1 Mark) Green - oracy, voice, body language, confidence, vocabulary, because, 












Final thoughts and reflections



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






Further Reading:
Gaunt, Amy and Stott, Alice: Transforming Teaching and Learning through Talk: The Oracy Imperative
Mohamed, Hashi: People Like Us
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‘What Does it Sound
Like? Language

Even the closest shall cause each other pain. For there is
nothing closer than the tongue and the teeth, and yet one
sometimes bites the other unintentionally.

Somali word play

In the summer of 2002, when I was eighteen, | was home-.
less for a year. I had left school, and, since I was no longer in
full-time education, I had become eligible to pay

tax: something we didn't have a hope of affo

result, I ended up at Centrepoint in Soho,

young homeless people. At the time, the

you had a bed for the first nine nights,

that time to secure your next hostel,

ing your carly mornings ringing

might have a spare bed, trying to
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cler to me that many of the young people 1,
Centrepoint with were struggling. Their storie .
one person had been thrown out by a parent whe,
they were possessed, another was escaping a violeny home,
someone else was fleeing a forced marriage - by 4y
themes remained the same: poverty, violence, danger gy
trauma. Phoning the hostels meant finding the numbers
calling round, not being put of, telling a persuasive story
about why it should be you who gets the bed, and insisting,
calling back, arguing your corner, winning people round,
Many of these young people lacked the confidence to make.
the calls in the first place, or to insist that they should be
considered, or they couldn't explain why they needed the
bed in a way that made sense to the busy people on the
other end of the phone. Despite the fact that they were so
vulnerable, they weren't getting anywhere.

 So, once I had sorted out my own accommodation, T
started calling on behalf of other people. I sat down with
them, talked with them, worked out what to say about

ried

belicyeg

their particular situation, and then hit the phones. It gave.
‘me pride and purpose to help others like me. It was the
first time I'd ever done something like this, but somehow,
t worked: everyone got a bed. And I learned a valuable

that dictate who gets listened to and who gets
and the power of knowing how to use your voice

it might not be the first thing that comes to

-bwu&%l
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effective use of language comes into this cate;

OTY: you cay
have the skills or raw talent, you can be the ‘most dtserv':

ing, the most qualified, but if you can’t articulate what
you want to yourself or to others, if you can’t connect with
people and persuade them to offer you the things that you
need, if you can't argue your way on to that very first rung

of the ladder, the bed for the night, it's not going to count
for much.
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Trust-wide ora Cy | Part of our strategic plan

“ — ) QUALITY FIRST TEACHING / PEDAGOGIC PREFERENCE
E %iear:%:agzﬁe of speech - Appropriate vocabulary choice Bes‘l’ und cOnflden(e Behu\”our

Clarity of pronunciation next

Sotc iosiior Language Resilience Culture
Register H .
e 5 Hoguis practice SALT Belonging  athos

Gesture & posture . ,
Facial expression & eye contact Rhetorical techniques
- Rhetorical techniques such as metaphor, A A A A A
humour, irony & mimicry

8%  Social & Emotional

Working with others
Guiding or managing interactions
Turn-taking

Listening & responding

Listening actively & responding
appropriately

Confidence in speaking

Self assurance
Liveliness & flair

Learning
Federation

Audience awareness
- Taking account of level of understanding
of the audience ( r Cabot

Empowering Learning
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age and forms of expression are at the heart of
iﬁif,fobxmy story in Britain. But the person speaking .
only half the equation: the other half is the person listen.
ing, For a socially mobile person, that means knowing yo,,
interlocutor, finding the right words and the right way to
express a thought or idea, about being aware of nuance,
in terms of what the other person brings to the tabje,
What prejudices do they carry when they hear you speal,
and how best do you neutralise those prejudices and stif]
get your point across, ensuring that you're communicat-
ing effectively? It's a careful balancing act requiring tact,
empathy and the ability to hold many different versions of
the same reality in play simultaneously. But crack it, and
you've unlocked the key to success, to informing, influenc.
ing, inspiring and motivating others on your behalf. And it
can make the difference between getting your foot in the

- door and having it shut in your face.

If you're the listener, your task is different - and not nec-
arily easier. The socially mobile person has, of necessity,
is on the world as it is: working out the rules and how

can be bent or adapted to provide new opportunities.

irsis the task of changing that world; of freeing your-
your preconceptions, your baked-in ideas about
stitutes intelligence or professionalism. We must

e, but tojudge people on what nbgyfreuyixlns
hmthtymmyingit.Newmxdiessmﬁ‘qn
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ise we are d increasingly well-educated Ppopulation,
1 o between accentand social clas are fat coming
€ s, what 10 do about language is becoming
ook crof conscious choice'. We need to be more imagi.
e ereacutelyself-aware when we are making those
e ancous judgements about others, and look beyond
e o what the person n front of you at interview -
e e collesgue you work longside,ortheperson piching,
o den s actually saying.
Bt in order to get to this point, we have to start carly,
Oracy is a life skill that can make a massive difference to
someone's social mobility prospects. It can help young dis-
“fected boystofind the right words toexpress what they're
feelng, It can give children the confidence to believe that
what they have to say is worth listening to, that their
words, their ideas, their thinking matters. In March 2018
<poke toa gathering of 750 teachers at the inaugural Great
Oracy Exhibition, recounting the story of my origins,
the evolution of my own oracy and accent. The exhibi
 the frstofits kind nationally if not internationall
the brainchild of Voice 21, an oracy programme nd ch
set up at School 21 in Stratford, East London, w
founded by Peter Hyman, the former chief
and strategist to Tony Blair. School 2t has
oned the importance of spoken la
large cohort of dedicated and driven indivic
since, been pioneering a simple idea: to mak
the main areas of focus for schools and
there with writing, reading and numeracy.
wasaninspiring sight. Sixth-formers held
with a Channel 4 reporter; Year 5 students
Manchester to share their performanc
the strength of their community in the
Manchester bombings; and Year 6 ferve

233
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society's apathy towards single-use plastics Teaep,
were immersed in participatory assemblies, vy '
ups, debates and discussions. Everywhere I logj "
voice was valued and every idea heard.

‘There isa real movementafoot, led by teachers wh,,,
to prioritise the art and science of speaking as the dm,:‘
force behind a new type of education; through engageq
learning, debate rhetoric and collaboration.” The aim of
this pursuit of a more fully rounded education is to indycy
these youngsters into important academic disciplines
while at the same time giving them a voice and a purpose;
the ability to take on the world. There is some way to go:

report commissioned by Voice 21, The State of Speakingin
our Schools, polled over goo teachers and found that while
the majority think oracy is as important, if not more so,
than traditional areas such as literacy and numeracy, only a
minority of schools are consistently providing meaningful
opportunities for students to develop these skills. More-
over, teachers feel ill-equipped to effectively teach their
students oracy, concerned by time pressures, competing
priorities and a lack of support from senior leadership. The
kind of environments we need to nurture would set high

for students as orators, and would expose

od, eaep
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‘hingand learning in thismodel are adialogic process,
% and opinions are crafted verbally, with seres.
b « and feedback to enable both students and teacher to
m;]:d on the quality of talk in the classroom., Again, I'm
ff,,a,c that the space and time to create these opportunities
:Eq“ms ample resources, leadership and consistency overa
sgnificant period of time. B,“t recogn.ising the remarkable
impact that oracy can have, in unlocking student potential
and transforming teaching more broadly, may yet encour-
ageleadersin education to push this idea through. Increas-
ingly, these voices are being heard, not least in Parliament,
where in May 2018 an all-party parliamentary group on
oracy was launched by Emma Hardy MP, setting the foun-
dations for a wider enquiry into the state of oracy educa-
tion in schools nationally.*®
I believe that, once we get to a place where young
people are trained, prepped, pushed and encouraged to be ¢
articulate, where they can deploy a wide vocabulary with
a clarity of thought, and are armed with new and excit-
ing ideas, then we might be in a position to reshape the
current linguistic landscape in favour of social, cultus
and ethnic diversity. Perhaps then we will have
way of neutralising prejudices instead of playing
them. Perhaps we will have conquered another
the social mobility story and moved one st
more equal society.

il





